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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Oath/Declaration 

2. It appears that the date of the JP-2003-108546 in the declaration (i.e. 4/13/2003) 
does not correspond to the date of the certified copy of Foreign Priority Document (i.e. 
4/14/2003). Clarification is required. 

Drawings 

3. Figures 5-6A-B should be designated by a legend such as --Prior Art- because 
only that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1.84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

4. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: The element 11 of figures 2-4, and elements 7, 15, and 16 of figure 1 do not 
mention in the specification. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 

1 .121(d), or amendment to the specification to add the reference character(s) in the 
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description in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(b) are required in reply to the Office action 
to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet 
should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing 
date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" 
or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the 
examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in 
the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

5. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the abstract should be in 
narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph on a separate sheet within the 
range of 50 to 150 words . It is important that the abstract not exceed 1 50 words in 
length since the space provided for the abstract on the computer tape used by the 
printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as 
"means" and "said," should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure 
sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full 
patent text for details. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

6. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

The new following paragraph have been inserted after the title on page 1: 
— RELATED APPLICATION DATA 

The present application is a 371 of PCT/JP04/05269 filed on 04/13/2004. --- 
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Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Khoury 
et al. (u.s.p 6,452,407 heretoafter Khoury). 

As to claim 1, Khoury discloses in Figs. 5A-B, 6A-C, and 7A-R a probe (230, 232) 
coming into contact with an electrode pad (320) of measurement object (300), the probe 
comprising: 

A connection terminal part ("a" portion, or 232 of figure 6A) integrally formed and 
connected to a substrate (220); 

A contact part ("e" of 230) having a tapered configuration (col. 6, lines 55-57); 

and 

A supporting part ("c" portion of 230) supports the contact part; wherein the 
contact part ("e" portion of 230) extends from an end of the supporting part has a 
sectional configuration, which shares at least one side face with the supporting part 
(figs. 7L-7M). 

As to claim 2, Khoury discloses in Figs. 5A-B, and 6A-C, wherein the contact 
part is formed of an electrically conductive material (nickel "Ni", col. 7, lines 1-5) and 
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that Nickel "Ni" is the same material Nickel "Ni" as the one in the instant applicant (see 
page 4, line 24- page 5, lines 1-5 of the instant applicant). Therefore, that material has 
superior electric characteristics. 

As to claim 3, Khoury discloses in Figs. 5A-B, and 6A-C, wherein the contact part 
is formed of a metal material (nickel Ni, col. 7, lines 1-5) and that Nickel "Ni" is the same 
material Nickel "Ni" as the one in the instant applicant (see page 4, line 24- page 5, lines 
1-5 of the instant applicant). Therefore, that material has elasticity. 

Prior Art of record 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

Kimetal 6,414,501 Micro cantilever style contact pin structure. 
Yu et al. 6,900,653 Needle fixture of a probe card in semiconductor. 

Conclusion 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tung X. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1967. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am-5:00pm M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ha T. Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-1678. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system.' Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




TN 

3/12/07. 



